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Sacred spaces for Blessed Sacrament
Bishop Flores blesses 
tabernacles at two
Harlingen hospitals

By PAUL BINZ
 �e Valley Catholic

HARLINGEN — Bishop Daniel E. 
Flores visited Valley Baptist Hospital and 
Harlingen Medical Center on June 24 to 
bless tabernacles newly installed in accessi-
ble places at each hospital, which will give 
patients, visitors and sta� the opportunity 
to visit the Blessed Sacrament whenever 
they wish.

“Sometimes you just need to have 
a quiet place to pray,” Bishop Flores told 
sta�ers gathered in the hallway by the 
prayer room at Harlingen Medical Center.

�e coronavirus pandemic had a role 
in bringing about these new spaces be-
cause of the preponderance of Catholic 
sta� working at the hospitals, even during 
the months when no outside visitors were 
allowed. Before the lockdown, both hospi-
tals had tabernacles, but they were inacces-
sible to most.

“�e thing was, the tabernacles were 
not in a proper place,” Yolanda Carrillo, 
director of the Diocese of Brownsville’s 
Health Ministry who supervises the Val-
ley’s Catholic hospital chaplains. “In Har-
lingen Medical Center, they had the tab-
ernacle in the pastoral o�ce. In Valley 
Baptist, they used to have it in a closet in 
back of the chapel. Now for the �rst time, 
the Catholic people have the opportunity 
to have a sacred place with the Blessed Sac-
rament exposed, in a prayer room.”

�e Harlingen chaplains set the 
changes in motion last year.

“Father Ernesto Magallón and Raul 
Tovar were the ones who started the talks 
about having that space because they felt 
the necessity, especially during the pan-
demic, that things were so hectic and so 
uncertain they found that the sta� … were 
in great need to connect to the holy,” Car-
rillo said. “So by providing that space … 
people pass by and stay for a while as a 
place of anchor in their own faith.” 

�e tabernacles in the prayer rooms 
are new dedicated spaces in addition to an 
already designated chapel.

“We do celebrate Mass there every 
day” at Valley Baptist’s chapel, which is a 
larger room with pews in a di�erent part 
of the hospital, Carrillo said.

A�er meeting with Valley Baptist 
CEO Manny Vela and Vice President of 
Ministry and Mission Joe Perez, Bishop 
Flores entered the prayer room in the hos-
pital’s East Wing  and prayed before the 
tabernacle, then blessed the site with holy 
water. He went on to visit patients in an-
other part of the hospital.

At Harlingen Medical Center he met 
with hospital o�cials and sta� outside the 
prayer room door as Harlingen Medical 

Center CEO Matt Woltho� paid tribute 
to the hospital’s late chaplain, Deacon Je-
sus H. Reyes, whose portrait adorns a wall 
near the chapel entrance. A�er serving 
for 12 years at Harlingen Medical Center, 
Deacon Reyes passed away as a COVID-19 
patient at his hospital on July 31, 2020 at 
the age of 66. 

Bishop Flores again prayed before 
the tabernacle inside the prayer room and 
then blessed it with holy water.  �e prayer 
rooms and tabernacles — with red sanctu-

ary lamps — will be open to hospital sta�, 
visitors and ambulatory patients 24 hours 
a day.

“�e Catholic sta� at Valley Baptist 
were very, very excited that their bishop 
would go and have it blessed,” Carrillo said.

“I think (before), the Catholics did 
not like praying in an empty room,” she 
said. “Now it’s special. You see the tra�c 
stopping there. 

“It’s become like the visiting place of 
the hospital.” 
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Bishop Daniel E. Flores, 
above, meets with 
Harlingen Medical Center 
staff outside the door of 
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before blessing it and the 
tabernacle it now houses. 
At far left, Bishop Flores 
prays before the Blessed 
Sacrament in Valley 
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also recently installed.


